
Town of DeWitt Recreation Department 

5400 Butternut Drive, East Syracuse, NY 13057 

(315) 446-3910 x 9 

townofdewitt.recdesk.com 

 

2021 ADULT SOFTBALL LEAGUE RULES 
 

All participants acknowledge that softball, by its nature, can be a hazardous activity. All participants also 

acknowledge the contagious nature and risk of contracting COVID-19, especially in a group setting. The Town 

of DeWitt shall not be held responsible for any loss or injury resulting from participation in its adult softball 

leagues. The Town of DeWitt does not carry medical or injury insurance for participants. Participants are 

encouraged to carry their own medical and property insurance. 

 

 

A. ROSTER 

 

1. Only the Team Manager may make roster changes. Changes must be made in writing to the Town of 

DeWitt Recreation Department. Roster changes must be made at least 24 hours in advance of the 

game in which the player is to participate. 

 

2. Team members must be at least 18 years of age. 

 

3. No individual can represent more than one team on the same night of competition. 

 

4. Names can be added, provided there are never more than 25 names on a roster at any time.  

 

5. No roster changes of any kind will be permitted after 4:30 PM on June 18, 2021. 

 

6. The successful protest of a non-roster player will result in the forfeit of the game in which that player 

participated. 

 

B. SCOREBOOKS AND SCOREKEEPERS 

 

1. The league will schedule one scorekeeper for each game. Each team is to pay that scorekeeper 

$10.00 before the game. Scorekeepers will deliver the softballs to the field.  

 

2. The scorekeeper will keep the official book of the actions and results of the game. Before the start of 

the game, each Team Manager or Captain will provide the official scorekeeper with the fees and the 

starting lineup. 

 

C. UMPIRES 

 

1. Regulations and rules of the U.S.S.S.A. will be enforced by all sanctioned umpires, except for 

specific Town of DeWitt Recreation Department rules. 

 

2. Any umpire who arrives late for a scheduled game after the 10-minute grace period will not be paid 

for that game. However, his/her partner who is on time will still receive the game fee of $30.00 

($15.00 from each team). Any umpire who works the game alone will receive $22.50 from each team 

for a total of $45.00. 

 



3. If both teams and umpires are present and the game is not started (called a rain-out), then each team 

pays an umpire a $5.00 show-up fee. 

 

4. If a game is not completed (4 ½ or 5 innings) the umpire must return ½ of the game fee to the team 

manager. 

 

D.  GENERAL GAME CONDUCT 

 

1. The cardinal rule of all leagues is GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP. All disputes are to be pursued in a 

calm and respectful manner by the team manager or captain ONLY. 

 

2. Any player striking or physically harassing an umpire, scorekeeper, league official, fellow player or 

manager, or Town of DeWitt employee before, during, or after a game is automatically suspended 

from the league for the remainder of the current season and placed on probation for the following 

season. In addition, the following penalties will be assessed at the discretion of the League Director: 

i. Forfeit of game  

ii. $25.00 fine for team 

iii. Team probation  

iv. Criminal charge 

 

3. Any player ejected from a game by the umpire is automatically suspended from the next scheduled 

game. In addition, the player will be fined $10.00 for the first offense, $25.00 for the second offense 

and suspended from the league. 

 

4. Alcoholic beverages are NOT permitted in the bench or playing area at any time at Maxwell Park. 

Any player or manager seen drinking alcoholic beverages during the game will be immediately 

ejected. 

 

5. Violation of league rules may result in forfeiture of all or part of your performance bond. Any charge 

against your performance bond must be reimbursed within five (5) working days to the League 

Director. 

 

E. PROTESTS 

 

1. The intention to protest a rule must be made known by the manager or captain of the protesting team 

to the umpire, opposing manager, and the official scorekeeper before the next pitch is made to a 

batter. This is to enable all concerned to take notice of the exact conditions prevailing on the field at 

the time of the protest.  

 

2. A written protest must be submitted to the League Director during the first regular workday 

immediately following the protested game. A $20.00 protest fee must accompany the written protest. 

If protest is upheld, the fee is returned. If protest is over-ruled, the fee is forfeited. 

 

3. Protests may be made on matters involving an alleged misinterpretation or application of the playing 

rules or on eligibility of a player. The League Director’s decision is final on all protests.  

 

 

 

 

 



F. GROUND RULES 

 

1. A game will consist of 7 innings. In case of inclement weather or light failure, 5 innings will 

constitute a game (4 1/2 if the home team is ahead). All play-off games must go 7 innings unless the 

12-run rule is applied. 

 

2. A 10-minute grace period is permitted for the first game only. All other games will start as 

scheduled. Failure to field nine (9) players at game time will result in a forfeit. If both teams fail to 

field 9 players, a double forfeit is posted. 

 

3. A COURTESY STEP is allowed for all leagues. A COURTESY RUNNER is allowed. 

 

4. Re-entry rule; a substitute player must play one full inning and cannot re-enter if they are pulled out 

of the line-up. A starter re-entering the game must go back in the original spot in the line-up. 

 

5. The 3 ball - 2 strike rule is in effect for all leagues. Any player who hits a 2nd foul ball after one (1) 

strike will be called out. 

 

6. Any fair-batted ball that goes out of play after 1st or 3rd base is an automatic ground rule double. 

 

7. 12-run rule is in effect. 

 

8. 3-homerun limit over the fence on field #1 per team per game is in effect. Each additional homerun 

will be declared an out.  

 

9. In order for a player to be eligible for the playoffs and any tiebreakers, he/she must have played in a 

minimum of three (3) regular season games. Scorekeepers will keep a list of who has played in each 

game for each team.  

 

10. Home plate is live. 

 

11. Additional hitters (AH) are permitted as explained in the U.S.S.S.A. rulebook. 

 

12. All players on the field on the same team must have matching uniform shirts. A uniform shirt is 

defined as follows: the color of the main body of the shirt must match the other players’ shirts. The 

neck, sleeves, emblem, or team name does not have to match. Undershirts have no restriction on 

color or style. 

 

13. Live Ball Appeal – time has not been called, the defensive team must verbally state their appeal. 

 

14. Dead Ball Appeal – pitcher takes a position with one foot on the rubber with the batter in the batter’s 

box, umpire signals play ball, and pitcher will announce which runner and base he/she is appealing 

to.  Pitcher does not have to throw to the base or tag the runner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

G. FIELD PLAYABILITY AND RAINOUTS 

 

1. If the field is unplayable, the games are cancelled. If any game is cancelled due to field conditions, 

any subsequent games scheduled for that day on that field are also cancelled. The Parks Department 

will determine field playability until 4:00pm on game day. After 4:00pm, the decision will be made 

by the League Director. Once a game begins, the determination of playability becomes the 

responsibility of the umpires. In the event of a cancellation, there will be a recorded message on the 

answering machine at the park. This phone number is for MANAGERS ONLY; (315) 437-2632. 

Team members should check with their manager for cancellation information. 

 

 

H.   RESCHEDULING 

 

1. All games and make-ups will be played as scheduled. This rule is essential to assure that the season 

stays on track. No exceptions will be made, so please don’t ask. Specific dates and times will be 

confirmed by the League Director. 

 

 

I. AWARDS/PLAYOFFS 

 

1. Awards will be given to the league and playoff champions. 

 

2. Regular season ties will be broken by head-to-head results. 

 

3. The higher seeded team in the playoffs will be the home team. 

 

 

 

HAVE A GREAT SEASON!! 

  


